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means by which the peasant's crops can be safeguarded against
it with the minimum amount of himsa.

I am told that the farmers of Gujarat employ special
watchmen whose very presence scares away the monkeys and saves
the peasant from the necessity of killing them. That may be but
it should not be forgotten that whatever efficacy this method
might have, it is clearly dependent upon some measure of destruc-
tion at some time or other. For these cousins of ours are wily
and intelligent beings. The moment they discover that there is
no real danger for them, they refuse to be frightened even by
gun shots and only gibber and -howl the more when shots are
fired. Let nobody therefore imagine that the Ashram has not
considered or left any method of dealing with the nuisance untried.
But none of the methods that I have known up to now is free
from himsa. Whilst therefore I would welcome any practical
suggestions from the readers of Navajivan for coping with this pro-
blem, let the intending advisers bear in mind what I have said
above and send only such solutions as they have themselves success-
fully .tried and cause the minimum amount of injury.

Young India, 4-10-1928

555.   CURING SEX OBSESSION
It is desirable that every man and woman should carefully
study the translation published in this issue of the substance of
the new book1 on marriage written by-an author named Thurston.
Among us, starting from boys of the age of fifteen right up to men
of fifty or, in the case of girls, starting from an even younger
age up to women of fifty, the belief is current that it is not possible
to live without the gratification of our sexual desires. Hence both
the sexes are in a continuous state of excitement. They do not
trust each other and a man changes colour when he sees a woman
and vice versa. Because of this, certain customs have become pre-
valent, as a result of which both men and women have lost their
vitality and have become sickly and listless and our lives have
been reduced to a state which is unworthy of human beings.
Even in the Shastras which came into being in such an atmo-
sphere, such commands and beliefs are found which result in a
man and a woman having to act as- if they were enemies of each
other. This-is so because sexual desires are aroused or there is
Philosophy of Marriage*, vide "Startling Conclusions", 27-9-1928.